
Regular Programme of Technical Cooperation 
UNECE Activity Report 

 
Project “Dam Safety in Central Asia: Capacity Building for Regional Cooperation” 

 
  
 

In Central Asia, in spite of a significant number of ageing and 
inadequately maintained large dams, the countries of the region, with 
the exception of Uzbekistan, presently lack sufficient national 
institutional and legal frameworks for overseeing safety of their dams. 
There are also no established procedures for notification of co-basin 

countries in case of accidents or emergency situations with dams, many of which were built on 
transboundary rivers, so a failure of a dam could have disastrous consequences in downstream 
densely populated regions and countries.  

 
Effective national regulatory frameworks for dam safety and regional collaboration on dam safety 
are critical for Central Asia. In recognition of this need, the project “Dam safety in Central Asia: 
capacity building for regional cooperation” is being implemented in 2008-2010 in cooperation 
with the International Funds for the Saving of the Aral Sea with funding from the Government of 
Finland and additional funding from other sources. The objective of the project is to improve 
national dam safety legal and institutional frameworks as well as regional cooperation mechanisms 
on dam safety in Central Asia.  
 
In 2008, two regional project meetings were held in Tashkent 12-13 March and in Almaty 18-19 
November with the participation of decision makers and experts in organizations responsible for 
the management and safety of major hydraulic structures in Central Asia.  In addition to the 
regional meetings, national meetings were also held in 2008 to discuss national aspects in Tashkent 
14 March, Ashgabad 12 June, Almaty 16 June and Bishkek 14 November.  
 
In the Tashkent meeting, the yearly plan for project implementation was approved and working 
groups were set up to deal with the negotiation of a regional agreement and harmonization of 
technical documentation. In Almaty, a new version of the draft regional agreement was developed 
as well as a Concept of a harmonized system of regulatory legal and technical documentation for 
the safety of hydraulic structures in Central Asian countries as a basis for further development. In 
both meetings the exchange of experience in respect to updating of the national normative-
technical framework to ensure safety of hydraulic structures was an important feature.   
 
The project is strengthening the development of national legislation and relevant technical 
documentation in all countries, and an expert analysis of the proposed national legislation in 
Kazakhstan was made before its approval by the Parliament. In spite of difficulties in the water-
related cooperation in the region, the development of a regional agreement is proceeding.  
 
Click on the link to view the workshop reports:  
http://www.unece.org/env/water/damsafety.htm  
 

Thematic focus Venue Date Total participants 
Environment Tashkent, Uzbekistan 12-13 Mar. 2008 47 
Environment Almaty, Kazakhstan 18-19 Nov. 2008 31 
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